
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE “Silence May Be Kept” from Rubrics Dan Locklair  

* HYMN 417 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation Regent Square 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 148): 

 Leader: Praise the LORD from the heavens! 

 People: Praise the LORD, all his angels! 

 Leader: Praise the LORD, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining   
  stars! 

 People: Praise the LORD, you highest heavens, and you waters above 
  the heavens! 

 Leader: Praise the LORD, men and women alike, old and young   
  together! 

 People: We will praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is 
  exalted!  

INTROIT Morning Has Broken John Carter
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Gracious and loving God, as we reflect on the wonder and glory of 
 your being, and the depth of your love for us, we are conscious of  
  our failure to learn from you and from the sacrificial love of Jesus.   
 So often our understanding of glory is linked with prestige and  
 power and position. Forgive us when selfish pursuit of glory takes 
 precedence over Jesus’ command to love one another as he has loved 
 us.  Forgive us when we put social, economic, or other boundaries on 
 our love.  Remind us, O God, that even when our love falters, your 
 love remains constant.  You have the power to make all things new.  
 Renew and rekindle our love for you and for one another.  Fill our 
 hearts and minds with Jesus’ selfless love so that we will glorify you in 
 all we do and say.  This we pray in Jesus’ name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  Thanks 
be to God!  Amen. 

* RESPONSE Hymnal No. 106, Verse 1 Alleluia No. 1 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation. 
Alleluia…  



 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF HAILEY ELENA KNOTT 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened            
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



  

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN    

* HYMN 427   Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service  Blaenhafren 

+ Children and Youth leave for their Classes.  + 

  THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON John 13:31-35 

ANTHEM Creating God David Hurd 
The text may be found in the Hymnal at No. 134  

SECOND LESSON   Acts 11:1-18 

SERMON “Whether or Not” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY And I Saw a New Heaven Edgar Bainton 

 And I saw a new Heaven and a new earth 
 For the first heaven and the first earth were passed away 
 and there was no more sea, And I John saw the holy city, 
 Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, 
 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
 And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, 
 Behold the tabernacle of God is with men 
 and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, 
 and God himself shall be with them and be their God 
 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes 
 And there shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying 
 neither shall there be any more pain for the former things are passed away.  
                    REV. 21: 1 – 4 
* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS                  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
 forever. Amen.  

    THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     Hyfrydol 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   “The People Respond – Amen” from Rubrics      Locklair 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church 
to remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

   *     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

John 13:31-35 (NRSV) 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where  
I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.” 
 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Acts 11:1-18 (NRSV) 

 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that 
the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did 
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 
it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I also  
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, 
‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered  
my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What  
God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened  
three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that  
very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house 
where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 
me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave 
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, 
they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given 
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




